
Spring Meeting   April 28, 2018   Eganville ON 

Since our Fall meeting in Haliburton, we have all been busy in our councils wrapping up 

the year and preparing the Annual reports for National.  I am proud of your efforts to 

complete the reports and get them in on time.  Each year we work on them, we will 

become more accurate and comfortable doing them. Thank you for your efforts. Change 

is challenging and never easy.  

The diocesan executive has enjoyed two days of League Development and activity 

planning.  Oct. 4th and January 24th. These days were held at Our Lady of Lourdes hall 

in Pembroke and we did a bagged lunch. Together, we have become a team where we 

are building on our faith, having fun and enjoying fellowship with each other. From these 

meetings, and since no parish council offered to host Convention 2018, we agreed as a 

group to host the convention. I am proud to say all the plans are coming together very 

nicely as each member took on part of the whole day. Now we need the members in the 

Diocese to join us for the day May 26. Please spread the word.  Our guest will be Anne 

Madden, ON Provincial president and the Bishop will be with us all day. The day will 

begin with a smudging ceremony led by Mr. and Mrs. Sarazzin from Pikwaknanagan. It 

will be a great day! 

We have also begun a journey in education whereby we are doing a workshop on each 

executive member’s role over the course of our two-year term. This is one way to 

encourage new members to join us for these meetings and it is a review for all 

members.  We have a very structured organization where we gain skills in organization, 

leadership, information on topics important to our faith and Catholic teachings and have 

opportunities to share our ideas and new insights with our sisters in the League. 

The provincial theme of Homelessness has been embraced by all in the Diocese. 

Together, we have chosen to collect socks for the homeless but many councils have 

also continued their support to Food banks, Shelters, clothing places, breakfast clubs 

and hot meals for lunch. Your efforts are valued and appreciated.  

Since my term as President began, I have visited five councils: anxiously waiting to be 

invited to many more: Renfrew: Our Lady of Fatima, Eganville, Corbeil, Barry’s Bay and 

Grand Calumet Island where three councils were present Portage du Fort, Campbell’s 

Bay and Grand Calumet. I enjoy being with you! 

When I spent the feast day of Our Patroness, Our Lady of Good Counsel, with the 

councils at St. Ann’s parish in Grand Calumet, I had a chance to look over their BOOK 

of LIFE.  It was very well done and a real tribute to those members who have passed 

on. At our Fall meeting, Place TBD, I would like to invite all councils to bring their Book 

of Life to share with us and we will have a ceremony of Blessing on them. We learn 

from each other. The other sub-theme, I want to explore with you is:“ The Role and 

Importance of Grandparents” so collect any books, stories, pictures to share. I look 

forward to our Fall meeting.  October 20, 2018. 



I encourage you to continue your good works for your parishes, the Church and your 

communities. Take every opportunity to welcome new women to join your councils and 

be open to different ways of doing things. Bring new people to a diocesan convention to 

experience the passion and enthusiasm of other like-minded members whose zeal will 

truly inspire them. This is how all members have grown—through the faith, fun and 

fellowship they have experienced in their own parish and beyond. 

Thank you for your support to the Coalition Campaign for Healthcare. 

I know that most councils are planning to spend time in prayer on May 4th or a chosen 

time around that date for the 12 hours for Palliative Care across Canada and Mental 

Health services for all who need it. Prayer sustains us! 

May Our Lady of Good Counsel guide us in wisdom and protect us from all distractions. 

See you on May 26th in Pembroke!+ 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Carmel Rumleskie, Diocesan Council President 


